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RLO
D109

STUDENT OUTLI NE

COMBAT SERVI CE SUPPORT (CSS) ORGANI ZATI ONS

LEARNI NG OBJECTI VES

1. Termnal Learning Objective: Gven an operation
conmander’ s gui dance, the requirenment to provide CSS, access
to automated i nformation systens (AlI'S), and the references,
conduct conbat service support (CSS) planning, to ensure

| ogi stical support requirenments are appropriately identified.
(0402.08.01)

2. Enabling Learning Objectives:

a. Gven the references, operational plan, conmander’s
gui dance, and a witten test, identify CSS capabilities within
the Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF), per the references.
(0402.08.01j)

(1) The three permanently structured CSS organizations
within the MEF.

(2) The additional sources of CSS within the MEF.

(3) The three task organi zed CSS el ements within the
MAGTF.

b. Gven the references, operational plan, commnder’s
gui dance, and a witten test, identify the seven types of CSS
installations per the references. (0402.08.01k)

c. Gven the references, operational plan, conmmander’s
gui dance, and a witten test, explain the process of task
organi zi ng CSS assets, per the references. (0402.08.01f

(1) ldentify the definition of a force |ist.

(2) ldentify the definition of a troop |ist.
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(3) ldentify the considerations for task organi zi ng CSS
el ement s.

1. CGENERAL. The MAGTF conmander utilizes the Conbat
Service Support Elenments (CSSE) to suppl enent the MAGTFs
internal CSS capabilities by using centralized, permanently
structured CSS units or decentralized, task-organized CSS
el ements. The MAGIF commander decides to enpl oy these units
based upon their conparative strengths and weaknesses and
whet her the commander needs efficiency or responsiveness or
both. The permanently structured unit normally can provide
efficiency and the task-organi zed unit provides
responsi veness. The nost inportant thing is that the
effective use of both types of organizations is the key to
success.

2. PERMANENT ORGANI ZATI ONS. Per manent organi zations are
est abli shed by Tabl es of Organi zation, (T/0s), and Tabl es of
Equi pnrent (T/Es). Each unit's T/ O establishes its structure
and mssion. |Its T/E establishes the quantity and type of
equi pnment it is authorized to hold to performits assigned
m ssion. Aviation squadrons are al so authorized equi pnent
identified in the table of basic allowances and indivi dual
mat eri al readiness lists. By nmeans of these all owance
docunments, virtually all organizations of battalion and
squadron size or |arger possess certain permanent, organic CSS
capabilities. However, the limted nature of these
capabilities necessitates support from external CSS agencies
on a regul ar basis.

a. Force Service Support Goup (FSSG). The FSSGis a
conposite grouping of functional conponents which provides CSS
beyond the organic capability of supported units to al
el ements of the MEF. The FSSG is the enbodi nent of a
fundamental principle - econony of operations through
centralization of CSS resources and decentralization in
executing CSS tasks. Although it has eight pernmanent
battal i ons, task organizations fromthose battalions nornmally
support MEF operations over a | arge geographic area. The FSSG
consi sts of eight permanent battalions as foll ows:

(1) Headquarters and Service Battalion (H&S Bn). The
H&S Bn provi des command and control, adm nistration, services,
communi cati ons, and security support to the FSSG. Al so H&S Bn
provi des coordi nati on of services support beyond supported
unit organic capabilities to supported units within MAGTFs.
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(2) Maintenance Battalion (MaintBn). The Mintenance
Battalion provides internediate (3d and 4th echel on)
mai nt enance support for Marine Corps furnished tacti cal
ordnance, engi neering, nmotor transport, and conmuni cations-
el ectroni cs equi pnment of the MEF.

(3) Supply Battalion (SupBn). Provides supply

support, less bulk fuel and Navy funded stock/prograns, for
t he sustai nment of MAGTF operations. Provides maintenance
support for class VIII equi pment by maintaining nedical and

dental supplies included in Authorized Medi cal and Dent al
Al | owance Lists (AMAL and ADAL).

(4) Engi neer Support Battalion (ESBn). Provides
engi neeri ng support to the MEF, to include survivability,
counter nobility and nobility enhancenents, and expl osive
ordnance di sposal; and general support incident to the
handl i ng, storage, and distribution of bulk class I and bul k
class 11l and I11(A).

(5) Transportation Support Battalion (TSBn). Provides
transportation support to include support of the ship-to-shore
novement during anphi bi ous operations; and term nal operations
duri ng subsequent operations, to permt required throughput of
supplies, equipnment, and personnel for sustainnment in support
of MEF operations. As well as nedium and heavy-1lift
transportation support for throughput and sustai nment
operations of the MEF.

(6) Medical Battalion (MedBn). Provides nedical
support to the MEF in order to sustain the conbat effort.
Primarily this includes health care through the 2d echel on of
medi cal care, to include initial resuscitative care,
resuscitative surgery, and the tenporary hospitalization of
casualties to the MEF

(7) Dental Battalion (DenBn). Provides dental health
care to the MEF as well as augnent the Medical Battalion.

b. Marine Wng Support Goup (MASG). The MASG consi sts
of a Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (H&HS) and four
Marine Wng Support Squadrons (MASS). The H&HS serves as
adm nistrators for the group staff . The MASG provides
avi ati on ground support and selected CSS to wing units via
four MABS's. The types of CSS provided include: essential
engi neering services, notor transport support (internal to air
base operations), nessing facilities, routine and energency
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sick call, and security and | aw enforcenent services. Two of
the four MABS's are configured to support fixed-w ng
operations and two are configured to support rotary-w ng
oper ati ons.

c. Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron (MALS) FW and RW
The MALS provides aviation |ogistics support for the
subordi nate units of the MAG The squadron is organized as a
core unit capabl e of absorbing groups of augmentees associ at ed
with specific aircraft types and squadrons. This allows the
squadron to provide |ogistical support to an ACE with a
variety of aircraft configurations. The squadron operates
usi ng the Navy Supply System and dollars (bl ue noney).

d. Additional sources of CSS

(1) Marine Division. The Division has |imted sources
of CSS for the MAGITF. They i ncl ude:

(a) Headquarters Battalion (HgBn)

1. The Mlitary Police Conpany provides
mlitary police support to the conmbat el enents of the
Di vision. The conpany al so provides traffic control,
straggler control, a tenporary detention facility, and an
Eneny Prisoner of War (EPW collecting point.

2. The Truck Conpany provi des general notor
transport support to the Division.

(b) Conbat Engineer Battalion (CEBn). The CEBn
provi des cl ose conbat engi neer support to the Division. The
type of support provided nay be either conmbat support or CSS.
Though organi zed as conbat support units, the functions
provi ded by these units can satisfy CSS requirenents.

3. TASK ORGANI ZED CSS ORGANI ZATI ONS. A task organi zed CSSE
is aunit tailored to neet specific support requirenents.

Task organi zation is a quantitative and qualitative process
used to best structure assets to support a specific m ssion
and concept of operations. The CSSE conmmander uses task
organi zation as his primary tool for allocation and control of
his capabilities.

a. Decentralization characterizes the control and
coordi nation of task-organized CSS units. Although it may
sacrifice a degree of efficiency, decentralization enphasizes
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nm ssi on-oriented organi zati on and enhances the responsi veness
and overall effectiveness of CSS units to supported units.

b. Types of CSS Organizations. The size and conposition
of the CSSE is directly related to the m ssion, size, and
conposition of the MAGIF support ed. The organi zati onal
structure of a CSSE is generally simlar to the functional
lines of the FSSG. The CSSE is typically tailored to provide
CSS to elenments of the MAGTF which is beyond their organic
capability. The CSSE is forned from detachnents, units, or
organi zations of the FSSG.  Non-FSSG CSS units may be grouped
in the CSSE for organizational efficiency even though they may
support only one of the major elenments of the MAGIF. Conbat
and conbat support assets nay also be attached to, or placed
in direct support of the CSSE to satisfy security
requirenments. There are three basic task-organi zed CSS
el ement s.

(1) MEU Service Support Goup (MSSG. The MSSG is the
t ask- organi zed CSSE of the MEU and is task organi zed for each
specific deployment. The MSSG draws its personnel and
equi pnent from the permanent battalions of the FSSG.  The MSSG
has the same nuneric designation as that of the MEU it
supports.

(2) Conbat Service Support Detachnment (CSSD). A
separate task organi zati on of conmbat service support assets
formed to provide any range or conbination of CSS functions to
t he MAGTF or designated subordinate el ements. There are no
CSSD headquarters
nucl eus staffs provided for in the FSSG T/ O, instead, the FSSG
normal |y draws the command and control structure for the CSSD
fromone or nore of the eight permanent battalions.

(3) Landing Force Support Party (LFSP). The LFSP is a
task organi zati on peculiar to anphi bi ous operations. It is a
tenporary task organi zati on conposed of Navy and Marine Corps
el ements of the landing force (LF) which provides |anding
support and initial CSS to the LF. The nucleus for this task
organi zation is the Landi ng Support Battalion, FSSG Its
m ssion is to support the |Ianding and novenment of troops,
equi pnent, and supplies across the beaches and into helicopter
| andi ng zones. The organization and m ssion of the LF dictate
the structure of the LFSP. The LFSP is normally
di sest abl i shed when the CSSE phases ashore.

c. Tenporary Task Organi zed Units
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(1) CGeneral. A tenporary task organized unit is
formed to provide CSS for a limted tinme. Upon conpletion of
its mssion the tenporary task organized unit is normally
di sest abl i shed.

4. CSS | NSTALLATI ONS. Operational logistic installations are
the source of nost conbat service support for the MAGIF

These installations are physical |ocations either aboard ship
or ashore. Their nunber, |ocation, and specific capabilities
are dictated by the concept of combat service support which,
in turn, is based on the MAGIF m ssion and concept of
operations. The MAGTF' s concept of operations nust address
the requirenent to defend and protect these installations and
facilities. The following are the mpjor types of CSS
installations ashore.

a. Force Conbat Service Support Area (FCSSA). At the MEF
| evel, the CSSE establishes a FCSSA. The FCSSA is established
near a beach, seaport, and/or airfield to support other CSS
installations and to provide support not avail able at forward
installations. Normally the CSSE commander | ocates his
command post in the FCSSA.

b. Conbat Service Support Area (CSSA). The CSSA is a
forward support installation having |less than the full
spectrum of CSS capabilities. It provides mninmm essenti al
support to the elenents of the MAGIF in any one, all, or any
combi nati on of the six functional areas of CSS.

c. Beach Support Area (BSA). The BSA is one of the first
CSS installations established ashore during an anphi bi ous
operation. Established by the LFSP to facilitate initial
t hroughput requirenments, the BSA may expand to include the

full spectrum of CSS functions. It may eventually be
di ssolved, or it may becone the FCSSA. 1In sonme situations,
the BSA may be the only CSS installation ashore. In other

situations, it my be one of several.

d. Landing Zone Support Area (LZSA). The LZSA is a
forward support installation which provides m ninum essenti al
support to the helicopter borne assault forces of the MAGIF.
It can expand into a conbat service support area, but is nost
often a short terminstallation with limted capabilities,
normal |y containing dunps for rations, fuel, ammnition, and
water only; maintenance is limted to contact teans and/or
support teans.
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e. Repair and Repl eni shnent Point (RRP). A CSSD normally
establishes a RRP in support of a mechanized or other rapidly
noving force. In may be either a pre-etablished point or a
hastily selected point to rearm refuel, or provide repair
services to the supported force. Depending on the size of the
supported force, the CSSD may establish nultiple RRPs.

Al t hough the main body of the CSSD normally follows in trace
of the advanci ng mechani zed force, RRPs are normally in
forward areas near the supported units' trains. This presents
sonme uni que command and control problenms because CSS assets
can be scattered over a relatively wide area. The CSSD can

al so select RRPs further to the rear of the nechanized force
where they thensel ves can be resuppli ed.

f. Forward Arm ng and Refueling Point (FARP). A FARP is
a temporary facility, organized, equi pped, and depl oyed by an
aviation commander. Nornmally it is located in the main battle
area closer to the area of operation than the aviation unit's
conbat service area. The FARP provides fuel and amunition
necessary for the enploynment of aviation maneuver units in
conbat. The FARP permts conbat aircraft to rapidly refuel
and rearm si mul t aneously.

5. TASK ORGANI ZI NG THE CSSE. Task organi zati on, as defined
by JCS Pub 1-02, is an organi zation which assigns to
responsi bl e commanders the neans with which to acconplish
their assigned tasks in any planned action. Required
functions and sub functions are exam ned, and units are
established that can best fill the requirenments. A further
description of the termis that it is a listing of al
tactical, adm nistrative, and service grouping together with
t he commanders of each. It is a visual representation of the
organi zation for conbat. During the task organi zation
process, the CSSE conmmander can either directly or indirectly
draw on a nunber of higher, |ower, or adjacent

uni ts/organi zations to tailor his command to neet a m ssion
requi renment. The overall task organization devel ops as
fol |l ows:

a. Force List. The MAGIF force list is a listing of al
organi zations, units, and detachments allocated to the MAGIF
for a particular operation or deploynent. Normally the size
of the unit/detachnment is undefined and the units are |isted
under the maj or conmand that would provide the unit.

b. Troop List. The troop list is a planning docunent
that displays a unit’s structure with respective allocations
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of programmed manning. It is conprised of the approved T/ Gs
and the total projected officer and enlisted manning. The

G S-3 maintains a troop |list of conbat, conbat support, and
conbat service support units allocated to the command for the
operation. The troop list and the recomendati ons of staff
menbers are bases for devel oping the groupings of the task

or gani zation.

c. Task Organi zation. The task organi zation graphically
portrays the command rel ati onshi ps and the assi gnment of neans
for the acconplishment of the mssion. The G S-3 prepares the
task organi zation after considering the recomrendati on of
appropriate unit conmanders. |Its purpose is to establish
groupi ngs into which the command will be divided to acconplish
its mssion and to establish command rel ati onshi ps. These
groupi ngs may be shown, if sinple, in paragraph 3 of the
operation order. |If conplex, the task organization wll be
shown in a separate annex (Annex A) or just before paragraph 1
of the operation order.

(1) There are four standard ways of referring to units
t hat are task organi zed.

(a) 9th ESBn. In this particular task
organi zation, the 9th ESBn has no attachnents or detachnents.

(b) 3d Maint Bn (-). Whenever a unit detaches any
part of itself to another for attachment, a parenthetical
mnus is inserted after its title.

(c) 1st PIt (REIN), Co A, 3d TSBn. \Whenever a
unit has been attached to another unit the parenthetical note
(REIN) is placed immediately after the title of the specific
unit receiving reinforcenent.

(d) Co B (-), (REIN), 2d TSBn. 1In this case Co B
has detached sonme of its conpany and received attachments from
other units at the sanme tine. The m nus al ways precedes the
rei nforced.

6. MEF SPECI AL TASK ORGANI ZATI ON CONSI DERATI ONS

a. The MEF has the capability to task organi ze any nunber
of doctrinally identified CSS organizati ons because of its
owned assets held by the FSSG and MASG.  Supporting a MEF;
however, requires a broader scope of CSS tenporarily task

[11-8



organi zed units as opposed to those utilized at the MEU CSSD

| evel .

b. Supporting a MEF with CSS is not
of FSSG and MASG assets.
geogr aphi cal

doctri nal
t he case,

VEF.

equi prment ,

c. Figure 2 shows an innovative CSS task organi zation

suppl i es,

boundari es,
CSS organi zati ons cannot
i magi nation,

I ntegration of other

The tactical

etc.

initiative,

used during Desert Shield/ Storm

scenari o,
may cause situations where
be enpl oyed.
and comon sense w |
dictate the CSS task organi zation of those units support the
services offers a challenge to
Mari ne CSS planners and provides an enornmous weal th of

and personnel.

1ST FSSG

HqSveBn (-)
GsG 1 Dsc GSG 2
(FEIN)
HqSveBn (-) 2d
| FSS6 ez
2d Sup Bn (-) 7th ESBn (-) 7th MIBn (-)
(REIN (Rein) (Rei n)
1st LSBn (-) 8th ESBn (-) A
(RN (Rei n) 2d LSBn (-)
2d Maint Bn 8th MIBn (-)
n 1st MedBn (-
() (REIN (Rei ) )
6th MBn (-) 2d MedBn (-)
(REIN (Rein) Det, 7th ESBn
Det 1st & 2nd
MedBn Det, 2d SupBn Det, 2d SupBn
Det 7th & 8th Det, 2d Det, 2d Maint
MBn Mai nt Bn Bn
bet 7%':3‘& 8th Det, Dental Det, Dental
6th MBn Direct Support Det, 1st LSBn
oup-1
Direct Support
Det, Dental Goup-2 CSSD-91 (EPW
CSSD- 131
CSSD- 132
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